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LECTURE TAKES PHILOSOPHICAL LOOK AT ‘THE MATRIX’
MISSOULA -
David Chalmers, professor of philosophy and associate director of the Center for 
Consciousness at the University of Arizona in Tucson, will examine philosophical questions 
posed by “The Matrix” at the next installment of the President’s Lecture Series at The 
University of Montana.
In the 1999 movie, Neo, a computer hacker, discovers that all life on Earth may be 
nothing more than an elaborate facade created by a malevolent cyber-intelligence for the 
purpose of placating humans while their life essence is farmed to fuel a campaign of 
domination in the real world.
‘“ The Matrix’ as Metaphysics” begins at 8 p.m. Friday, March 7, in the Montana 
Theatre of UM’s Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center.
Earlier that day, from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m., Chalmers will present a faculty seminar titled 
“Concepts of Consciousness and the Explanatory Gap” in Gallagher Building Room 123. Both 
events are free and open to the public.
Chalmers, whose interests range from the foundations of cognitive science to the 
philosophical issues of artificial intelligence, received a bachelor’s degree in mathematics and 
computer science from the University of Adelaide, Australia, in 1986. As a Rhodes Scholar,
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he then studied mathematics at the University of Oxford. In 1993 he received a doctorate in 
philosophy and cognitive science from Indiana University.
Chalmers was a McDonnell Fellow at Washington University in St. Louis and taught in 
the Department of Philosophy at the University of California, Santa Cruz, before joining the 
faculty at the University of Arizona in 1999. He is the author of “The Conscious Mind: In 
Search of a Fundamental Theory,” published by Oxford University Press in 1996. He also has 
written numerous articles for prestigious journals in his field.
Chalmers’ evening presentation is the 15th annual Henry Bugbee Lecture in 
Philosophy. The UM Department of Philosophy established the lecture in 1989 to honor 
Professor Emeritus Henry G. Bugbee, who first joined UM’s philosophy department in 1957 
and twice served as department chair during his 20 years at the University. Bugbee died in 
December 1999.
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